
A
u

ti
sm

 
Th

e 
pe

rs
on

 y
ou

 a
re

 in
te

ra
ct

in
g 

w
ith

:
C

O
M

M
U

N
IC

A
T

IO
N

• 
M

ay
 b

e 
no

n 
ve

rb
al

 o
r 

ha
ve

 li
m

ite
d 

ve
rb

al
 s

ki
lls

• 
M

ay
 n

ot
 r

es
po

nd
 to

 y
ou

r 
co

m
m

an
ds

 o
r 

qu
es

tio
ns

• 
M

ay
 r

ep
ea

t y
ou

r 
w

or
ds

 &
 p

hr
as

es
; y

ou
r 

bo
dy

 la
ng

ua
ge

   
an

d 
em

ot
io

na
l r

ea
ct

io
ns

• 
M

ay
 h

av
e 

di
ff

ic
ul

ty
 e

xp
re

ss
in

g 
ne

ed
s

B
E

H
A

V
IO

R
• 

M
ay

 d
is

pl
ay

 ta
nt

ru
m

s 
or

 e
xt

re
m

e 
di

st
re

ss
 fo

r 
no

 
   

ap
pr

ea
nt

 r
ea

so
n

• 
M

ay
 la

ug
h,

 g
ig

gl
e 

or
 ig

no
re

 y
ou

r 
pr

es
en

ce

• 
M

ay
 b

e 
ex

tr
em

el
y 

se
ns

iti
ve

 to
 li

gh
ts

, s
ou

nd
s 

or
 to

uc
h

• 
M

ay
 d

is
pl

ay
 a

 la
ck

 o
f e

ye
 c

on
ta

ct

• 
M

ay
 h

av
e 

no
 fe

ar
 o

f r
ea

l d
an

ge
r

• 
M

ay
 a

pp
ea

r 
in

se
ns

iti
ve

 to
 p

ai
n

• 
M

ay
 e

xh
ib

it 
se

lf
-s

tim
ul

at
in

g 
be

ha
vi

or
; h

an
d 

fl
ap

pi
ng

, 
   

bo
dy

 r
oc

ki
ng

 o
r 

at
ta

ch
m

en
t t

o 
ob

je
ct

s

IN
 C

R
IM

IN
A

L
 J

U
S

T
IC

E
 S

IT
U

A
T

IO
N

S
• 

M
ay

 n
ot

 u
nd

er
st

an
d 

ri
gh

ts
 o

r 
w

ar
ni

ng
s

• 
M

ay
 b

ec
om

e 
an

xi
ou

s 
in

 n
ew

 s
itu

at
io

ns

• 
M

ay
 n

ot
 u

nd
er

st
an

d 
co

ns
eq

ue
nc

es
 o

f t
he

ir
 a

ct
io

ns

• 
If

 v
er

ba
l, 

m
ay

 p
ro

du
ce

 fa
ls

e 
a 

co
nf

es
si

on
 o

r 
   

m
is

le
ad

in
g 

st
at

em
en

ts

A
u

ti
sm

 
Th

e 
pe

rs
on

 y
ou

 a
re

 in
te

ra
ct

in
g 

w
ith

:
C

O
M

M
U

N
IC

A
T

IO
N

• 
M

ay
 b

e 
no

n 
ve

rb
al

 o
r 

ha
ve

 li
m

ite
d 

ve
rb

al
 s

ki
lls

• 
M

ay
 n

ot
 r

es
po

nd
 to

 y
ou

r 
co

m
m

an
ds

 o
r 

qu
es

tio
ns

• 
M

ay
 r

ep
ea

t y
ou

r 
w

or
ds

 &
 p

hr
as

es
; y

ou
r 

bo
dy

 la
ng

ua
ge

   
an

d 
em

ot
io

na
l r

ea
ct

io
ns

• 
M

ay
 h

av
e 

di
ff

ic
ul

ty
 e

xp
re

ss
in

g 
ne

ed
s

B
E

H
A

V
IO

R
• 

M
ay

 d
is

pl
ay

 ta
nt

ru
m

s 
or

 e
xt

re
m

e 
di

st
re

ss
 fo

r 
no

 
   

ap
pr

ea
nt

 r
ea

so
n

• 
M

ay
 la

ug
h,

 g
ig

gl
e 

or
 ig

no
re

 y
ou

r 
pr

es
en

ce

• 
M

ay
 b

e 
ex

tr
em

el
y 

se
ns

iti
ve

 to
 li

gh
ts

, s
ou

nd
s 

or
 to

uc
h

• 
M

ay
 d

is
pl

ay
 a

 la
ck

 o
f e

ye
 c

on
ta

ct

• 
M

ay
 h

av
e 

no
 fe

ar
 o

f r
ea

l d
an

ge
r

• 
M

ay
 a

pp
ea

r 
in

se
ns

iti
ve

 to
 p

ai
n

• 
M

ay
 e

xh
ib

it 
se

lf
-s

tim
ul

at
in

g 
be

ha
vi

or
; h

an
d 

fl
ap

pi
ng

, 
   

bo
dy

 r
oc

ki
ng

 o
r 

at
ta

ch
m

en
t t

o 
ob

je
ct

s

IN
 C

R
IM

IN
A

L
 J

U
S

T
IC

E
 S

IT
U

A
T

IO
N

S
• 

M
ay

 n
ot

 u
nd

er
st

an
d 

ri
gh

ts
 o

r 
w

ar
ni

ng
s

• 
M

ay
 b

ec
om

e 
an

xi
ou

s 
in

 n
ew

 s
itu

at
io

ns

• 
M

ay
 n

ot
 u

nd
er

st
an

d 
co

ns
eq

ue
nc

es
 o

f t
he

ir
 a

ct
io

ns

• 
If

 v
er

ba
l, 

m
ay

 p
ro

du
ce

 fa
ls

e 
a 

co
nf

es
si

on
 o

r 
   

m
is

le
ad

in
g 

st
at

em
en

ts

A
u

ti
sm

 
Th

e 
pe

rs
on

 y
ou

 a
re

 in
te

ra
ct

in
g 

w
ith

:
C

O
M

M
U

N
IC

A
T

IO
N

• 
M

ay
 b

e 
no

n 
ve

rb
al

 o
r 

ha
ve

 li
m

ite
d 

ve
rb

al
 s

ki
lls

• 
M

ay
 n

ot
 r

es
po

nd
 to

 y
ou

r 
co

m
m

an
ds

 o
r 

qu
es

tio
ns

• 
M

ay
 r

ep
ea

t y
ou

r 
w

or
ds

 &
 p

hr
as

es
; y

ou
r 

bo
dy

 la
ng

ua
ge

   
an

d 
em

ot
io

na
l r

ea
ct

io
ns

• 
M

ay
 h

av
e 

di
ff

ic
ul

ty
 e

xp
re

ss
in

g 
ne

ed
s

B
E

H
A

V
IO

R
• 

M
ay

 d
is

pl
ay

 ta
nt

ru
m

s 
or

 e
xt

re
m

e 
di

st
re

ss
 fo

r 
no

 
   

ap
pr

ea
nt

 r
ea

so
n

• 
M

ay
 la

ug
h,

 g
ig

gl
e 

or
 ig

no
re

 y
ou

r 
pr

es
en

ce

• 
M

ay
 b

e 
ex

tr
em

el
y 

se
ns

iti
ve

 to
 li

gh
ts

, s
ou

nd
s 

or
 to

uc
h

• 
M

ay
 d

is
pl

ay
 a

 la
ck

 o
f e

ye
 c

on
ta

ct

• 
M

ay
 h

av
e 

no
 fe

ar
 o

f r
ea

l d
an

ge
r

• 
M

ay
 a

pp
ea

r 
in

se
ns

iti
ve

 to
 p

ai
n

• 
M

ay
 e

xh
ib

it 
se

lf
-s

tim
ul

at
in

g 
be

ha
vi

or
; h

an
d 

fl
ap

pi
ng

, 
   

bo
dy

 r
oc

ki
ng

 o
r 

at
ta

ch
m

en
t t

o 
ob

je
ct

s

IN
 C

R
IM

IN
A

L
 J

U
S

T
IC

E
 S

IT
U

A
T

IO
N

S
• 

M
ay

 n
ot

 u
nd

er
st

an
d 

ri
gh

ts
 o

r 
w

ar
ni

ng
s

• 
M

ay
 b

ec
om

e 
an

xi
ou

s 
in

 n
ew

 s
itu

at
io

ns

• 
M

ay
 n

ot
 u

nd
er

st
an

d 
co

ns
eq

ue
nc

es
 o

f t
he

ir
 a

ct
io

ns

• 
If

 v
er

ba
l, 

m
ay

 p
ro

du
ce

 fa
ls

e 
a 

co
nf

es
si

on
 o

r 
   

m
is

le
ad

in
g 

st
at

em
en

ts

As with Alzheimers patients, persons with autism may wander. Persons with autism may be 
attracted to water sources, roadways, or peer into and enter dwellings. 

TIPS FOR INTERACTIONS WITH PESONS WITH AUTISM

• Display calming body language; give person extra personal space.

• Use simple language.

• Speak slowly, repeat and rephrase questions.

• Use concrete terms and ideas; avoid slang.

• Allow extra time for response.

• Give praise and encouragement.

• Exercise caution during restraint.

• Person may have seizure disorders and low muscle tone.

• Avoid positional asphyxia. Keep airway clear. Turn person on side often.

• Given time and space, person may deescalate their behavior.

• Seek advise from others on the scene who know the person with autism.

If in custody, alert jail authorities. Consider an initial isolation facility. Person would be at risk in 
general prison population. REMEMBER: Each individual with autism is unique and may act or react 
differently. PLEASE contact a professional who is familiar with autism. 

For more infomation, visit www.autismriskmanagement.com             ©Debbaudt Legacy Productions, 2005 A
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As with Alzheimers patients, persons with autism may wander. Persons with autism may be 
attracted to water sources, roadways, or peer into and enter dwellings. 

TIPS FOR INTERACTIONS WITH PESONS WITH AUTISM

• Display calming body language; give person extra personal space.

• Use simple language.

• Speak slowly, repeat and rephrase questions.

• Use concrete terms and ideas; avoid slang.

• Allow extra time for response.

• Give praise and encouragement.

• Exercise caution during restraint.

• Person may have seizure disorders and low muscle tone.

• Avoid positional asphyxia. Keep airway clear. Turn person on side often.

• Given time and space, person may deescalate their behavior.

• Seek advise from others on the scene who know the person with autism.

If in custody, alert jail authorities. Consider an initial isolation facility. Person would be at risk in 
general prison population. REMEMBER: Each individual with autism is unique and may act or react 
differently. PLEASE contact a professional who is familiar with autism. 
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